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Letter from Fr. Adam
WOW!!! This is a year to go down in the record books!
Throughout seminary we were told a few things that have been on my mind lately. The first is that we never
know what we are going to have to adjust to. I never thought that I would be a pastor, trying to discern how
best to serve God’s people in the midst of a pandemic. Let alone with the rules implemented and passed down
these last several months. But by God’s grace, we have moved forward, and overall, I think in a pretty strong
manner. Of course with hindsight I continue to learn more that I hope to never have to use.
A huge thank you goes out to the parish staff for all of their work at this time. They have stepped up in amazing
ways during this ordeal. I have also been blown away by the many volunteers who also stepped up to make
sure we had what we needed and that people were reached out to. THANK YOU!!!!
The second piece of advice was to keep people anchored in what matters most. I have talked about this one a
little bit the last couple of months, as it has become a theme of sorts as we plan for the future. With all of the
uncertainty of the future right now, we are trying to keep ourselves anchored in our Lord. The most important
aspect of our faith is a relationship with Christ. Everything else should flow from that relationship, or it will fail
and become an obstacle to holiness. As a result, this year we are going to focus on Sacraments, Sacramental
prep, and formation. We are kicking this year off with a virtual retreat, which I encourage everyone to try to
participate in. My hope is that this will become the inaugural retreat, with many more to come. I pray that this
week of prayer and reflection will help us keep ourselves centered on Christ and therefore more peacefully able
to navigate what are certain to be stormy waters around us.
Even though we are scaling back the number of events at the parish this year, we still are pouring ourselves
into the work of the Lord and will be putting great efforts into forming our members. As a result, we still have
the same bills that need to be paid. I was able to report in a recent video, that you all have responded in a
great and amazing way during the initial months of the pandemic and our regular giving actually went up!!!
THANK YOU for that amazing response!! Unfortunately we did lose a little bit of other gifts in those months, for
various reasons. Also, with the academic year drawing near, I think due to the uncertainty of the school year
has led to a drop in giving at the beginning of this fiscal year. I would ask everyone to please prayerfully
consider what you can continue to offer the parish as a sacrifice for us to keep moving forward.
I also had a “private” hope that we would be able to get the loan under the $2 million mark by the end of the
fiscal year, and that did not happen, even though we are still slowly moving in the right direction and currently
owe $2,047,581. This is one area that people did significantly slow their giving, by not using the “Towards
Christ” envelopes. So, at this point, I am going to make this a public goal. My hope is that by the end of the
calendar year we are able to break that barrier. That means that we need $160,000 to cover accruing interest
and principal. I know that this thing is rough and we don’t like hearing about it, but this loan is going to be an
obstacle to future projects that will need to be taken care of. The two I can see in our future are a school and
the eventual expansion of the Church. So please prayerfully consider helping us out by using those envelopes
or giving online.
Lastly, a couple more positives to end on. We now have had three seminarians come through Divine Mercy for
a part of their formation. Your assistance is helping us form these men into future priests and pastors. Thank
you for your prayers and encounters with these men during their times with us. We also have two new
permanent deacons (and their amazing families) assigned to Divine Mercy, both of which have great hearts and
desires to help lead us all closer to Christ. See their welcomes in this report. Get ready to watch them do
some awesome work!
Fr. Adam

Additions to the Divine Mercy Staff
Deacon Jason Imlay
I am Deacon Jason Imlay. I work full time for a bank in Leawood, and I am married
with three kids. My wife, Kristee and I are converts to our faith; she found her place in
the Church 20 years ago, but my thick head didn’t follow her in until 2010. We’ve
lived in Olathe for the past 20 years, and we are both originally from the Kansas City
are As a family we enjoy hiking, bicycling and getting outdoors when we can. I also
enjoy an occasional motorcycle ride.
I am excited to be at the parish and look forward to learning about what’s important to
your community. I hope that you’ll learn in time to appreciate my (sometimes odd)
sense of humor, and that the experiences that have lead me to this place in the
Church will be a helpful service to you all. As a brand new deacon, I’m very happy my
first assignment is with all of you, and I ask for your patience as I find my way here. I
know that it’s been a few years since Deacon Dan Peterson served here, and he left
some pretty big shoes for me to fill.

Deacon Vince Hallouer

I am Deacon Vince Hallouer. I have been married to my wife, Joleen, for 35 years.
We have 3 daughters and 5 grandchildren. We have lived here in Gardner for the
past 6 years. I am employed in New Century Air, and have been a Warehouse
Manager for over 40 years.
Growing up as a cradle Catholic, I never dreamed I would be on this journey, but
God has led me on this path, and I hope to be of service to all I meet. I am very
active in prison ministry as well. I pray I bring hope to these men who desperately
need it, with the daily Gospel and communion. I look forward to getting to know the
Divine Mercy Parishioners.

Garrett Benney

The Lord’s call on my heart for youth ministry can be traced back to when I myself
was a youth at a Protestant summer camp. I went to college at Ambrose University in
Calgary, Alberta, and I have a degree in Theology and Christian Studies. I was in
active ministry as a missionary with an organization called Youth with a Mission, and
an associate pastor with the Church of the Nazarene.
Through a series of life changes I found myself working for another organization
outside the church. After wrestling with my faith and trying to find where the Lord was
leading me, I found myself at a Daily Mass in Overland Park with my wife Mary. I
knew then, that everything changed on the Altar that day, and everything changed in
my heart. Bread and wine became the Body and Blood of our Lord, and my heart
became desperate to know more about the Catholic Faith.
Not two years after coming into the Catholic Church, God had restored that call to
ministry, as I accepted the youth ministry position at St. John Paul II in Olathe. God is
doing some awesome things in the hearts of the young. I am so excited to now be
fully dedicated to Divine Mercy’s youth ministry program, and journey together, as we
help each other grow in our relationship with Jesus and each other.

Financial Report
Income

Actual

Actual

Budget

July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 20220

Contribution Income

$684,151

$681,501

$710,332

Towards Christ Campaign

$116,482

$129,466

$96,970

Faith Formation

$35,384

$37,714

$33,462

Extra Parochial Collection

$35,741

$16,537

$21,561

Other Income

*$894,983

$126,019

$91,043

Total Income

$1,766,741

$991,237

$985,668

Personnel

$262,922

$247,513

$214,675

Facilities

$244,179

$71,631

$103,670

General/Operational

$236,292

$207,718

$211,484

Liturgical

$77,817

$46,914

$94,141

Faith Formation

$32,826

$35,190

$38,170

$147,271

$164,978

$164,682

Missions

$24,120

$8,499

$12,065

Other Expenses

$42,105

$78,996

$112,515

$1,067,532

$861,439

$951,402

Expenses

Assessments

Total Expenses

Parish Debt

